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The Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the Town of Altavista, Virginia will be held 
in Town Council Chambers of Town Hall on Tuesday, July 5, 2022, beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

l. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 

4. Pledge of Allegiance & Invocation 
 

5. Approval of Minutes –June 6, 2022 
 

6. Public Expression 
 

7. Public Hearings –  
a. SUP-22-01 - A request by DAWN, Inc. pursuant to Section 86-352 (3) of the Altavista 

Town Code for a Special Use Permit (SUP) to operate at 717 7th Street, Altavista, VA 
(Tax Parcel ID# 83A-11-28-17) a food bank collecting and distributing food to individuals 
in need as defined in Section 86-32 of the Town Code pursuant to the requirements of 
Section 86-482.1 of the Town Code. 

8. Old Business 
 

a. 2040 Comprehensive Plan  
b. Exempt Structures and Flagpoles 

 
10. New Business  

 
11. Updates 

a. Comprehensive Plan Work Session  
 

11. Adjournment 
 

All meetings are livestreamed and can be viewed on the Town’s website at www.altavistava.gov 

Next Meeting: Monday, August 1, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 



The Altavista Planning Commission held a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, June 6th, 
2022, at 5:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at Town Hall, located at 510 7th Street, Altavista, Virginia. 
 
Members present:  John Jordan, Chairman 
    Marie Mitchell, Vice Chair 
    Reggie Bennett, Vice Mayor 
    Marvin Clements 
    Meghan Bolling 
 
Staff present:   Sharon D. Williams, AICP, Community Development Director 
    John Eller, Town Attorney 
    Crystal Hailey, Assistant Town Clerk 
 
        
CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman John Jordan called the Planning Commission Meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

With all Commissioners present, Chairman Jordan confirmed a quorum. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Chairman Jordan asked if there were any amendments needed to the agenda, to which there were none. 
 
Upon a motion by Vice Mayor Reggie Bennett, and seconded by Vice Chair Marie Mitchell, the 
Planning Commission voted 5-0 to approve the meeting agenda as presented. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & INVOCATION: 

Chairman Jordan delivered an Invocation for the meeting and afterwards, the Planning Commission 
and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Chairman Jordan asked the Commission if they saw any amendments that needed to be made to the 
May 2022 meeting minutes, to which there were none. 
 
With a motion made by Commissioner Marvin Clements, and seconded by Vice Mayor Bennett, the 
May 2nd, 2022, meeting minutes were approved as presented, with a unanimous 5-0 vote. 
 
PUBLIC EXPRESSION: 

Chairman Jordan opened the floor for public comment. There being no one to come forward, Chairman 
Jordan moved forward with the meeting. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  There were no public hearings scheduled for this date. 

 



OLD BUSINESS: 

a. 2040 Comprehensive Plan:  Goals and Objectives - Housing 

Community Development Director Sharon D. Williams welcomed Ada Hunsberger, Regional 
Planner, Central Virginia Planning District Commission (CVPDC), to the meeting and informed 
the Commission that Ms. Hunsberger would assist with that portion of the agenda. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger, and Ms. Williams, shared with the Commission a timeline to complete the 
Comprehensive Plan update. She stated, over the next few months, the Commission would review 
draft chapters with the proposed revisions, with a goal to hold a public hearing at their November 
7th meeting, and if the Commission approved, staff would present the draft plan to Town Council 
at Council’s November Work Session, with a potential for Council to hold a public hearing and 
consider adoption of the updated plan at the December 13th Regular Town Council Meeting. Ms. 
Hunsberger suggested the Commission hold an extra work session, sometime around August, to 
keep the timeline moving forward. 
 
Chairman Jordan shared his favor with the suggestion and asked his fellow Commissioners for 
their input on holding an extra meeting. 
 
Commissioner Bolling stated that she was a teacher and school resumed in mid-August, but she 
believed she could attend an extra meeting if she knew the date ahead of time. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger assured the Commission they would receive advanced notice of the date and time. 
 
Ms. Williams began the Comprehensive Plan update discussion on housing and shared the town’s 
goal: for its citizens to have access to safe, affordable, and varied housing options that met the 
needs of current and prospective town residents. She said that she believed housing was one of the 
most important discussions the Commission and staff would have. Ms. Williams referenced the 
highlighted areas throughout the presented objectives and said, if an entire line was highlighted, it 
was new; and if only a word or portion of a sentence or paragraph was highlighted, staff had added 
a word or restructured the sentence to provide clarity. She said, if a sentence or paragraph had no 
strikethrough or highlights, it was the same as in the current Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger started the housing discussion with Objective 1, “Ensure an adequate supply of 
quality, diverse, affordable, and desirable housing options to meet the needs of current and future 
residents”. She pinpointed the bullets that were added or revised for the update and asked the 
Commission if they had any questions or comments, to which there were none. Ms. Hunsberger 
referenced a new bullet, “Stimulate mixed-use development through incentives, strategic land 
assembly, and partnerships”, and said the objective could remain vague or written to be more 
specific. She said it was at the town’s discretion. 
 
Chairman Jordan asked for staff’s input on this matter. 
 
Ms. Williams referenced a housing study she conducted two years prior, which mentioned an offer 
of incentives to residential developers. She said, while incentives were often offered to commercial 
and industrial developers, it was not a customary practice with residential development. Ms. 
Williams stated, if the town wanted ways to draw interest with residential developers, they needed 
to consider some type of incentive package. She asked the Vice Mayor if Council might be more 
receptive to the idea if a draft incentive plan was available. 



Vice Mayor Reggie Bennett said he believed it was always helpful to have a draft plan for reference 
to consider available options to develop a viable plan or proposal. 
 
Chairman Jordan asked, if an incentive package for residential development was approved, would 
the town pay the cost of the proposed incentives or would grants be utilized. 
 
Ms. Williams stated that was a Town Council decision; however, staff continued to search for 
grants to finance town projects. 
 
With no further comments regarding incentive plans, Ms. Williams moved forward with the next 
addition – “Support emerging housing trends that seek to provide quality housing at lower costs”, 
such as container homes and 3D-printed homes. She shared photos of a home that was boarded up 
and had an estimated value of only $18,000, which was then purchased by a residential developer 
that added two shipping containers, one on top of the other, refaced the entire exterior the same, 
and was then sold for over $300,000. Ms. Williams referenced a previous discussion by the 
Commission and Council where metal surfaces were not desirable in the Downtown Revitalization 
Overlay (DRO) and stated the use of shipping containers as housing, or additions to housing, could 
be a viable low-cost option. She asked the Commission for their input on whether they believed 
the use should be supported for Altavista and addressed in the Comprehensive Plan update. 
 
Town Attorney John Eller asked what the cost was for a shipping container. 
 
Vice Mayor Bennett answered, stating that the cost of an average shipping container was $6,000-
$8,000, but he was unsure of the material costs to transform the container into a home. 
 
Commissioner Bolling asked what prevented an individual from erecting a container home in the 
Town of Altavista. 
 
Ms. Williams informed the Commission that Altavista’s existing town code currently prohibited 
using shipping containers for the purpose of housing. 
 
Vice Chair Mitchell asked how other localities regulated the esthetics of a shipping container when 
used for housing. 
 
Ms. Williams stated, just as with stick-built homes, there was little that a locality could do to 
regulate esthetics. She stated, at that time, staff was merely seeking the Commission’s input on 
whether to add the support of housing trends in the Comprehensive Plan update. 
 
Commissioner Clements shared he favored leaving the objective in the Comprehensive Plan 
update, so the town had the future option, if desired, to allow the use of container homes and 3D-
printed homes. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger reminded the Commission, if the item to support emerging housing trends 
remained in the update and the plan was adopted, any town ordinances pertaining to the item would 
also need to be amended to coincide with the adopted Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Ms. Williams concurred and said that the Comprehensive Plan represented a locality’s vision, and 
its Zoning Ordinance executed that vision. She said, as new trends arose, staff would recommend 



the Commission support the ones that reduced housing costs and lowered construction costs that 
could make housing more affordable for everyone. 
 
Vice Chair Mitchell shared her favor with the innovative technology of 3D-printed houses. 
 
Ms. Williams shared a photo of a 3D-printed house that was built in Williamsburg, VA and stated 
the home’s exterior structure was built in twenty-eight (28) hours, with only a 2-week setup 
timeframe, which was less than a regular stick-built house that could take three months or more. 
Ms. Williams asked the Commission to keep an open mind to these types of new housing trends. 
 
Chairman Jordan suggested the Commission go on record that it supported new housing trends, 
which allowed the town to consider new housing options in the future. 
 
There was a consensus of the Planning Commission to support emerging housing trends. 
 
Ms. Williams moved forward to Objective #2, “Enable low to moderate-income families in 
Altavista to live in quality and affordable housing”. She referenced the first item under that 
objective which mentioned Virginia Housing’s Section 8 Rental Assistance Program, available 
through the Campbell County Social Services Department, and she gave the Commission a brief 
description of how the Section 8 program worked. 
 
Chairman Jordan said that he had heard horror stories about how some Section 8 houses were in 
poor condition due to the neglect of property owners. He asked if Section 8 housing was subject to 
annual inspections to ensure that property owners maintained their properties properly. 
 
Ms. Williams answered yes, Section 8 houses were subject to inspections. She shared a recent 
exchange with a property owner that did not take care of a water leak reported by the tenant and 
the tenant continued to receive high water bills. Ms. Williams stated, as the town’s fair housing 
representative, she informed the tenant that she had the right to call Campbell County about the 
issue. She said she called the property owner on the tenant’s behalf and informed them of the 
situation and the issue was addressed that same day. Ms. Williams stated, in some cases, tenants 
do not know their fair housing rights. She said, if anyone knew of a situation that needed to be 
investigated or turned in for non-compliance of fair housing, to let her know. 
 
Vice Chair Mitchell asked who was responsible for conducting inspections of Section 8 houses. 
 
Ms. Williams stated Virginia Housing and the Department of Social Services were responsible for 
periodic inspections. She said they also conducted surprise inspections if they received a complaint 
about a property, which they had done for the town on many occasions. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger referenced Objective #3 under the Housing Goals and said she believed bullet one 
from that objective also tied into the main subject of Objective #2, “Evaluate the need for a fair 
housing ordinance”. 
 
Ms. Williams referenced the Acquire, Renovate, and Sell (ARS) grant that the town received, and 
informed the Commission that the town was required to pass a fair housing resolution as part of 
the program’s requirements. She said the resolution would show that the Town of Altavista 
supported equal opportunity housing, without discrimination. 
 



Ms. Hunsberger continued with Objective #2 and stated most items added were to educate citizens 
about housing assistance programs that were available to them, such as first-time home buyer loans 
or energy efficient loans. 
 
Ms. Williams referenced Lyn-CAG (Lynchburg Community Action Group) and said they 
partnered with HUD (Housing and Urban Development) and DHCD (Department of Housing and 
Community Development) to distribute funds available for home energy loans. She said Altavista 
was included in the Campbell County distribution area for this program. 
 
Commissioner Clements asked if the programs were only for low-income families. 
 
Ms. Williams said there were certain thresholds to meet for the federal programs; however, 
Dominion Energy also offered energy programs for homeowners. Ms. Williams stated the town 
had a wonderful opportunity, through the Comprehensive Plan update, to educate its citizens on all 
of the programs that were available to them. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger moved forward in the draft update with Objective #3 and said the only change to 
this portion of the update was the addition of the word “disability” in the objective’s statement, 
“Provide equal opportunity housing”. She referenced the addition of another bullet item under this 
objective, “Ensure that rehabilitated properties were updated with universal design standards”. 
 
Ms. Williams explained the term universal design standards as a home that was usable by any 
person, regardless of age or physical ability. She gave examples: wide doorways and hallways, 
lower counter heights, accessible appliances, etc. 
 
Vice Chair Mitchell questioned the use of the word “ensure” for this item and stated that she 
believed it read as a requirement for new construction and renovations. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger said the word was used with town-acquired funds or grants in mind. She said the 
draft could be revised with a different word that was universal to all situations.  
 
The Commission suggested using the word encourage or educate for this bullet item. 
 
Ms. Williams said whether it was new construction or home renovation, she always tried to engage 
the topic of universal design standards into the conversation to educate homeowners of options to 
consider, so that they might remain in their home longer as they aged. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger stated that Objective #4, “Identify obstacles which prevent residents from aging 
in place”, was relevant to Ms. Williams’ statement. She referenced the Center for Disease Control’s 
(CDC) definition of aging in place as the ability to live in one’s own home and community safely, 
independently, and comfortably, regardless of age, income, or ability level. Ms. Hunsberger said 
this objective was in place for the town to consider over the next few years the for the potential to 
make changes to the Zoning Ordinance to support multigenerational living, such as to allow 
mother-in-law units to be added to existing homes. 
 
Ms. Williams referenced the articles that accompanied the meeting packet regarding universal 
standards and design for housing and aging in place and stated she thought the Commission might 
find the articles interesting about how to make a checklist for aging in your home earlier in life that 
could be useful for the long-term. 



With no further comments or questions regarding Objective #4, Ms. Hunsberger moved on to 
Objective #5, “Develop, promote, and maintain policies that provide a framework to maintain and 
enhance the quality of housing and existing neighborhoods”. She gave a brief overview of the 
bulleted items under this objective and asked the Commission if they believed there were any other 
items that needed to be added. 
 
There were no comments or questions by the Commission on Objective #5. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger concluded the housing discussion with Objective #6, “Seek to expand housing 
stock in order to provide additional workforce housing in support of industries in Altavista”, which 
was new to the Comprehensive Plan. She said the goals under this objective were intended to 
increase the percentage of local employees who lived in Altavista, which currently was low. 
 
Ms. Williams stated, although Objective #6 was new to the Comprehensive Plan, the subject had 
been discussed multiple times by the Altavista Economic Development Authority (AEDA) and 
Councilman Wayne Mitchell, also an AEDA member, had asked the town to consider housing 
incentives for local employees. She informed the Commission that the Virginia Tobacco Region 
Revitalization Commission had a program for college graduates that offered incentives for 
graduates that lived in the region. 
 
Ms. Hunsberger asked the Commission if they had any additional questions or comments on the 
Comprehensive Plan update pertaining to housing goals and objectives, to which there were none. 
She stated that she and Ms. Williams would collaborate for date and time options that the 
Commission could have their half-day meeting if needed. 
 

b. Campgrounds 
Community Development Director Sharon D. Williams stated, based on a previous request by the 
Planning Commission, staff continued to investigate campgrounds and would present the 
Commission with an update at their July or August meeting. 

 
c. Home Occupations 

Ms. Williams stated that staff also continued to work on an updated ordinance for home 
occupations for the Commission’s consideration of approval and staff would offer the draft to the 
Commission at a future meeting. 
 

d. Flagpoles and Exempt Structures 
Ms. Williams referenced the Planning Commission’s May 2, 2022, meeting where staff informed 
the Commission that the Zoning Ordinance did not list flagpoles as permitted in the business and 
industrial zoning districts. She stated, under further review, staff discovered the Zoning Ordinance 
also did not address height for exempt structures. Ms. Williams asked the Commission if they 
wanted to address flagpoles as a stand-alone item or with exempt structures. 
 
Chairman Jordan stated he believed it would be best to address the two items together and there 
was a consensus of the Planning Commission. 
 
Ms. Williams said that she and Town Attorney John Eller would work on a draft ordinance 
amendment for the Commission’s review and consideration of approval; and if approved, staff 
would ask the Commission to set a public hearing for the item.  



NEW BUSINESS 

There were no new business items to discuss. 
 
UPDATES 

a. DAWN (Donation-A-Week Neighbor) – Special Use Permit 

Ms. Williams informed the Commission that DAWN submitted a request for a Special Use Permit 
(SUP) to allow their food pantry to occupy a new location at 717 7th Street. She said Town Council 
authorized staff to utilize the town’s Virginia Brownfields Restoration and Economic 
Redevelopment Assistance Fund (VBAF) Grant to pay for DAWN’s Phase I Environment 
Assessment of the building to determine if there were any contaminants in the building from the 
previous occupants. Ms. Williams said the report was as a requirement of Campbell County to 
obtain a building permit. She stated that staff would present the Commission with the SUP request 
and conduct a public hearing at their July meeting; and if approved, would present the item to 
Council at their August regular meeting. 
 
There were no comments or questions by the Planning Commission on this matter. 

 

Adjournment: 

Chairman Jordan reminded the Commission that staff would bring a list of tentative dates to the July 
meeting for the Commission’s consideration in case the half-day work session was needed, however, 
if considerable progress were made over the next couple of months, the extra meeting was not 
necessary. Chairman Jordan then referenced the comprehensive plan update and asked Ms. Williams 
if there would be a preamble in the plan to introduce the changes and latest information. 
 
Ms. Williams stated that she believed a Comprehensive Plan should offer insight to its locality and 
share assets that would entice a person to visit and live there. She informed the Commission that she 
would be drafting the preamble to Altavista’s plan and would include excerpts from some old 
documents that she discovered that share some wonderful things the town had accomplished in the past 
and items the town had accomplished recently. Ms. Williams said that she would also use information 
she received from citizens and staff to capture the essence of Altavista. 
 
Ms. Williams reminded the Planning Commission that they still needed to work on the town’s future 
land use map, which included addressing the zoning on 3rd, 4th, and 5th Streets. She asked the 
Commission to keep the extra work session option open for that purpose and if it was not needed staff 
would cancel. 
 
The Planning Commission was in consensus to do so. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Chairman Jordan adjourned the meeting at 6:17 p.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________        _____________________________ 
John Jordan          Sharon D. Williams, AICP 
Planning Commission Chair        Planning Commission Secretary 



Planning Commission Staff Report 
Special Use Permit #SUP-22-01 
Public Hearing June 24, 2022 

 
 
Request: 
 
The request is for a Special Use Permit for DAWN, Inc. to operate a food bank, food pantry, or 
similar use at 717 7th Street upon certain terms and conditions. 
 
Summary: 
 
DAWN (Donation a Week Neighbor) is a community Christian outreach ministry, helping 
neighbors in need with emergency food, clothing, fuel, electrical (must have a cut off notice) and 
rent assistance (must have an eviction notice), fuel assistance, medical (prescriptions), and 
overnight lodging in cases of temporary, emergency, or transient need.  

DAWN has been in operation  

They have recently purchased a building located at 717 7th Street, which was a former 3,020 sq. 
ft. drycleaner.  DAWN proposes to use the building for its administrative offices and to operate a 
food pantry. 

 
Zoning: 
 
The subject property is zoned C-2 (General Commercial), which permits the proposed use with a 
Special Use Permit approved by Town Council. 
 
Surrounding Area 
North – C-2 (YMCA)    East – C-2 (YMCA Parking Lot) 
South – C-2 (NAPA Auto Parts)  West – R-2 (Shreve Law Office) 
 
Parking 
This parcel is in the Central Business District, which exempts businesses from providing off-street 
parking if they are located within 200 feet of any public parking lot.  This lot is 35’± from the nearest 
public lot. The narrowness of the lot restricts how much area is available for parking.  Staff is 
recommending that a minimum of five (5) parking spaces be provided on site for the proposed 
use. 
 
Relationship to Comprehensive Plan 
 

The future land use map for this site recommends Downtown Commercial for the property. It 
states that uses and structures showed be pedestrian oriented and compatible with existing 
businesses. It further calls for existing buildings to be reused. 
 
Public Input 
 
As of the writing of this report, staff has received no phone calls or emails in support of or in 
opposition to the proposed text amendment. 
 
 



Staff Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Special Use Permit with the following conditions: 

1. This Special Use Permit is granted to DAWN, Inc to operate a food bank, food pantry, or 
other similar use at 717 7th St, identified as Tax Parcel 83A-11-28-17 and is not 
transferrable. 

2. The hours of operation shall be Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
3. There shall be no onsite food preparation and no on-site food dishwashing. 
4. Drive thru food distribution shall occur no more than once per week during the hours of 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. A parking and circulation plan must be approved in conjunction with 
the Chief of Police, Director of Public Services and Director of Community Development. 

5. Drive thru food distribution shall be prohibited unless a formal written agreement between 
DAWN, Inc and the Altavista Area YMCA is approved by form by the Community 
Development Director in conjunction with the Town Attorney. Should the agreement 
terminate, no drive thru distribution will be permitted without the express written consent 
of the Altavista Town Council. 

6. During food distribution DAWN shall be responsible for ensuring that the flow of traffic is 
not impeded, and staff shall wear reflective vests to be easily identifiable to motorist. 

7. Five (5) off-street parking spaces shall be provided onsite for the proposed use. 
8. There shall be no outside storage of equipment or materials. 
9. Food delivery trucks shall be restricted to one delivery per day during the hours of 7:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and shall not impede the use of the alley, Franklin Ave, or 7th Street to 
the traveling public.  

10. The applicant shall obtain and hold all required permits and licensure required from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Campbell County, and Town of Altavista. 

11. The applicant shall obtain a Certificate of Occupancy for the proposed use with a copy 
provided to the Town of Altavista. 

12. A maximum of one (1) identification sign is permitted for the proposed use.  The type of 
sign permitted shall be a freestanding sign or wall mounted sign, not to exceed twenty-
four (24) square feet and shall comply with the following guidelines: 

a. Lighting may be internal or external. Internal lighting must not be so bright as to 
distract passing motorists and no light therefrom will carry on to adjacent 
properties. External lighting must be directed entirely on the sign structure and 
no light therefrom will carry on to adjacent properties. 

b. All lighting must be on a timer so that it goes off by 9:00 p.m. each evening. 
c. All lighting must be approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to installation. 
d. Temporary banners shall not exceed 40 square feet. 

13. This Special Use Permit shall be come null and void if the use is abandoned for a period 
of twenty-four (24) consecutive months. 

14. This Special Use Permit may be revoked by the Town of Altavista or by its designated 
agent for failure by the applicant to comply with any of the listed conditions or any 
provision of local, state, or federal regulations. 
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Natural and Cultural Resources 

 

Located in the Southwest Corner of Campbell County, in Virginia’s Piedmont Region, the Town 

of Altavista has unique natural and cultural resources which make it a prime location for those 

seeking a small town feel with lots of things to do. Access to the Staunton River and ample green 

space gives unique opportunities for residents and visitors alike to enjoy the Town’s natural 

environment. In addition, the Town has several trails, a boat launch and a splash pad, which 

further enhance the quality of life of its residents.  

 

Community Setting  

The Town and surrounding areas are marked by hilly terrain and deep-cutting streams. 

Elevations within the Town limits vary between approximately 500 and 800 feet above sea level. 

 

The Town’s varied topography has contributed significantly to the historic development pattern 

and visual character of the community. Outside of the downtown area the local road network has 

been influenced by topography with many roads following grade contours. Future development 

of Altavista’s undeveloped areas should respect the Town’s varied topography and be designed 

to minimize grading.  

 

Geology and Soils  

The geology in and around Altavista is characterized by a metamorphic schistose geologic 

structure derived from sedimentary and igneous rocks. This is important because it means that 

the Town’s underlying geology generally provides a reasonably good structural base for land 

development. 

 

The predominant soils found in Altavista and throughout Campbell County are typically deep, 

well drained, and gently sloping. Map II-1 shows the location of the major soil classifications in 

the Town1. Generally, there are not any large areas with significant limitations for most land 

uses. Construction on building sites with undesirable soils can result in such problems as 

excessive soil erosion, septic tank failures, or flooded basements. In such areas, new structures 

need to be designed with care. The soil limitations on suitability for septic tanks or wells are not 

applicable in those areas of the Town where public water and sewage facilities are available. 

 

 
1 The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides additional information on soil types. See 

www.nrcs.usda.gov. 



 

 

Forest Resources  

Much of the undeveloped land area within Altavista is forestland. Oak and hickory provide most 

of the substantial tree cover. The land areas immediately surrounding Altavista, excluding the 

Town of Hurt across the Staunton River in Pittsylvania County, are approximately 70 percent 

forestland, with agricultural activities conducted on most of the open land.  

 

Topography  

Topography is the representation of the surface features of land best described by slope. 

Topography often poses costly challenges to development and may be more suitable to one form 

of development than to another. Areas where residential, commercial, and industrial 

development would be costly due to the steep slope of the terrain may make excellent locations 

for parks, recreation areas and open space. A part of topographical studies is floodplain location. 

As shown in Map II-2, there are areas within the Town that are in 100-year floodplains. These 

areas are typically in low lying ground, such as along Lynch or Briery creeks or near the 

Staunton River. Residential housing and in most instances commercial or industrial development 

has been avoided in those areas and should continue to be avoided in the future.  

 

Air Quality  

Altavista’s geographic location is isolated from regional major point sources of air pollution. 

Although there are no air quality monitoring stations in the Town, monitoring stations in 

Lynchburg and nearby counties have not recorded readings that violate Clean Air Act standards. 



In addition, there is little, or no traffic congestion and low-density population patterns do not, at 

this time, create conditions for unacceptable air quality.  

 

While traffic congestion does not currently pose a threat to the local or regional air quality, it is 

beneficial to reduce air pollution whenever possible. To help further reduce pollution, the Town 

should continue to encourage safe walking, biking and use of the Altavista Community Transit 

Service (ACTS) to further reduce the air pollution generated by vehicles, particularly single 

occupancy vehicles. Additionally, residents could require less frequent transportation by vehicles 

if there were to be an expansion of mixed-use development in the Downtown area, which would 

allow residents to access goods and services by walking or biking. One opportunity for the Town 

to pursue would be streetscaping measures which contribute to the walkability of the community, 

as well as serving a dual purpose of improving air quality. Lastly, there are a number of 

opportunities and incentives available at the federal and state level for homeowners to install 

residential solar, which would also reduce air pollution.  

  

Climate  

Altavista’s climate offers a variety of conditions and typically has mild winters and warm humid 

summers. The mountains to the west mitigate the effects of most winter storms that generally 

move in an easterly direction. The Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean to the east contribute to 

the humid summers, but also help make them mild.  

 

Infrequently, severe weather in the form of tropical storms affects the area. Though such storms 

are usually downgraded by the time they arrive in the Altavista area, heavy rains and strong 

winds have occurred. Tornadoes are extremely rare in the area. Thunderstorms, however, are 

relatively frequent and may occasionally produce severe lightening, high winds and hail.  

 

Temperatures range from an average high in July and August of about 85 degrees Fahrenheit to a 

low in January and February of about 25 degrees Fahrenheit. Normal, annual precipitation is 

about 44 inches, although much of the southeastern United States has experienced lower amounts 

over the past several years. Snowfall is usually about 10-11 inches per year.  

 

Altavista is located in the part of the United States where the natural resources are considered 

balanced. We have a temperate climate with four (4) distinct seasons. This area has a healthy 

environment that promotes an active lifestyle. 

 

Water Resources  

The water resources of the Town of Altavista are an important consideration for planning and 

development. Quantity and quality of water determines recreational opportunities, habitat 

suitability for wildlife, and many other factors often taken for granted. The citizens recognize the 

valuable asset that borders the Town to the south, the Staunton (Roanoke) River. Not only is  

it the primary source of the Town’s drinking water, the source of water for industry and 

commercial purposes, it is a key source of recreation for our community.  

 

The Town is contained entirely within the Staunton River's basin, which has an average daily 

flow at Altavista of approximately 1.65 billion gallons. A small segment of the Town boundary 

lies on the Big Otter River at its confluence with the Staunton River. At least one (1) named 



perennial stream, Lynch Creek, traverses the Town, and there are several other perennial and 

intermittent streams that do likewise. Although not located within the Town limits two springs, 

McMinnis and Reynolds, provide an average of 500,000 gallons per day of water to the Town’s 

water system. The surface waters in and around Altavista are considered to be of good quality. 

Groundwater data is sparse and most properties utilize the Town’s water system.  

 

To continue to preserve the water supply, the Town should evaluate and execute retrofit 

measures to reduce service disruption and facility damage to the Town’s water and sanitary 

sewage systems. In addition, the Town must coordinate with the Campbell County’s Erosion and 

Sediment Control Officer to ensure utilization of Best Management Practices (BMP) in new and 

redevelopment projects. 

 

Lastly, continuing to encourage and educate residents on how to use less water, when possible, 

through water saving devices and general water conservation practices in homes and businesses 

will help to preserve the water resources.  

 

Hazard Mitigation: 

 

Hazard mitigation is defined as any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate long term risk 

to life, property, and the economy from a hazard event. As the occurrence of hazard events has 

continued to rise, it has become increasingly important to support efforts to protect natural and 

cultural resources and minimize the impact of hazard events when possible.  

A key component of effective hazard mitigation is education, for both local officials and for the 

public, to be aware of potential hazards and how to respond to a hazard event. The Town should 

prioritize planning efforts to ensure that staff is well prepared to respond in the event of an 

emergency (in accordance with the Emergency Operations Plan) and invest in improvements to 

the Town’s critical facilities which will reduce the vulnerability of these facilities.  

Additionally, Town officials should work to further educate and inform the public about hazard 

preparedness programs such as the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s National 

Flood Insurance Program to expand flood insurance coverage.   

One area of particular importance specific to the Town is minimizing the vulnerability of the 

Staunton River. Though the Town’s access to the Staunton River is a great asset, flooding has 

caused erosion along the river at English Park, as well as making local roads impassable due to 

flood conditions. It is critical that the Town evaluate and implement streambank restoration, 

through green infrastructure, streambank stabilization or other appropriate best management 

practices that reduce stormwater runoff and sediment, along the Staunton River and tributaries. 

In addition, partnering with neighboring localities (Town of Hurt, Pittsylvania County, Campbell 

County, etc.) to initiate Staunton River Watershed protection efforts. Lastly, the Town should 

closely monitor water levels (particularly in times of prolonged drought or high temperatures), to 

ensure their ability to respond to strain on water resources and respond to community needs. 

The Town must closely monitor, maintain, and protect its assets to ensure a sustainable future for 

the community.  



 

 

 

Beautification and Preservation Efforts: 

 

In order to strengthen and preserve the natural beauty of the Town, it is important to take 

initiative to protect the natural environment. Some potential strategies to achieve this goal are to 

support existing and create new opportunities for citizens and volunteer groups to participate in 

waste removal, gardening, and other Town clean-up and beautification initiatives. The 

implementation of a tree and flower planting program, promotion and expansion of the  

adopt-a-street program or investing further in streetscaping initiatives would all contribute to the 

natural beauty of the community. Additionally, the Town’s Zoning and Subdivision ordinances 

should be reviewed to seek ways to strengthen natural environment and resource protection. 

 

Another opportunity to beautify the neighborhoods while also better supporting Town residents 

would be to erect a community garden where residents could grow fresh fruits and vegetables, 

which would allow residents to have access to fresh produce, and would contribute to further 

beautifying the area.   

 

Lastly, preservation efforts could encompass minimizing solid waste through the initiation of a 

curbside recycling program, and/or events for bulk trash or electronics disposal.  

 

 

Recreation: 

Altavista is rich with opportunities for citizens to enjoy many different forms of recreation. 

English Park, the Town’s largest facility is a 231-acre regional park, adjacent to the Downtown 

Area. The park features four basketball courts (two full; two half), three soccer fields, a softball 

field, volleyball court and two picnic shelters with over 40 picnic tables. There is also the 

Riverside Trail, a two-mile-long multi-use trail which starts in English Park and continues west 

along the Staunton River, with a new overlook featuring scenic river views which was completed 

in 2021. English Park also has a boat launch for visitors to directly access the River. In addition, 

there is playground equipment, and a newly built splash pad, which draws visitors from around 

the region for family fun. Lastly, the Booker Building is an rental venue space located in English 

Park. The Town had a feasibility study completed for the Booker Building in 2019, which 

indicated that the top five potential uses for the Booker building (as identified by stakeholders) 

were (1) an event center and rental, (2) brewery and tasting room, (3) restaurant, (4) parks and 

recreation programs and (5) a farmers’ market. The Town is still considering which of these uses 

is most feasible to implement.  

Shreve Park is a 13.75-acre park which divides the residential northern portion of Altavista from 

the downtown area to the south. It also features playground equipment, picnic tables and a rustic 

amphitheater. There are also several neighborhood parks that feature playground equipment and 

open space. Lastly, the War Memorial Sports Complex is maintained by the Town, while a 



partnership with the Altavista YMCA allows for programming and activities to be coordinated 

by YMCA staff.  

Altavista also has several neighborhood parks, including the Bedford Avenue Park, John H. 

Mosely Memorial Park, and the Leonard Coleman Memorial Park. The Bedford Avenue Park is 

located on Bedford Avenue and Myrtle Lane, and is a small 1.6-acre park with a basketball 

court, two tennis courts, and a small playground. John Mosely Memorial Park is located on 

Avondale Drive and 14th Street, with 1.35 acres featuring a small playground for older children 

(ages 5-12), but also has an additional two acre open green space as well. Lastly, the Leonard 

Coleman Memorial Park is a one acre park located at School St and 15th St, which features two 

playgrounds (one for toddlers and one for older children), an open play area and a basketball 

court.  

Lastly, Dalton’s Landing Canoe Launch is a new access point for the Staunton River. Located in 

Lynch Station (approximately 7 miles from Altavista via Highway 43), Dalton’s Landing is free 

to use, and open daily from sunrise to sundown. The launch site is for self-propelled watercraft 

only which includes canoes, kayaks, some small flatbottom boats and tubes and floats.   

Altavista’s Parks and Trail Master Plan was published in 2018 to detail in-depth 

recommendations for improvements each of these facilities (with the exception of Dalton’s 

Landing which post dates the Plan), some of which have been implemented, and others have 

been incorporated into the Town’s Capital Improvement Program, available on the Town’s 

website. The main objectives of the plan focused on developing more bicycle and pedestrian 

access, including bike lanes, sidewalks and access to cultural resources, as well as increasing 

parks and open space. In addition, continuing to pursue funding to expand access along the 

River, as well as implementing programs to leverage river based activities are top priorities.  

Furthermore, the Plan identified that many of the Town’s recreation spaces are not ADA 

Accessible. To achieve the Town’s goal of equal access to resources for all people, the Town 

must prioritize making improvements that are ADA accessible as funding becomes available. In 

addition, during the development of the Comprehensive Plan, the Planning Commission has 

prioritized making more recreational activities available to seniors, which will further their goal 

of allowing residents to “age in place” (this topic is discussed further in the Housing Chapter of 

this plan). Ensuring that recreation spaces are accessible, partnering with other community 

organizations, such as the YMCA, Altavista Senior Center and the Staunton River Memorial 

Library will allow the Town to better support seniors in these endeavors.  

Other opportunities, which would better support recreation as a point for tourism, would be to 

work with leaders in surrounding areas, such as Smith Mountain and Leesville Lakes to develop 

relationships and better link our communities.  

Since the Town is rich with recreational opportunities, it is critical that they continue to invest in 

these spaces to help further develop and the recreational use of these spaces by Town residents 

and tourists. By maintaining and improving these facilities, Town residents will continue to 

enjoy a high quality of life and will contribute to attracting new businesses and industries.  



 

 

YMCA 

 

Altavista is one of the smallest communities in the country to have a full YMCA facility, and it 

is now one of the six largest independent YMCA’s in Virginia. Today’s YMCA consists of two 

facilities, the Athletic Center and Family Center, which encompass over 70,000 square feet and 

are valued at over $5 million dollars.  

 

The annual operating budget of the Altavista Area YMCA approaches $2.5 million dollars. 

Programs are provided for over 3,000 members and 5,000 program participants. Over 125 

employees provide activities in art, music, drama, sports, fitness, childcare, and wellness.  

The Athletic Center, built in 1994 and expanded in 2004, houses a state of the art Wellness 

Center, full size gymnasium, indoor walking track, group exercise studio, racquetball court, and 

large multi-purpose room. Unique to the Altavista Area YMCA is the lounge area, which 

provides public Internet access, social area, library, and art gallery.  

 

The Family Center is home to the YMCA childcare and aquatics programs. Over 650 children 

ages 16 months through seventh grade participate in the YMCA’s Discovery Place program at 

the Family Center and six elementary schools in Campbell and Pittsylvania counties. The YMCA 

is the location of the only public indoor swimming pool between Danville and Lynchburg. The 

junior Olympic-size pool enables the YMCA to offer water exercise, swim lessons, swim team 

and rehab programs.  

 

Outdoor facilities include three championship tennis courts, four athletic fields and the HAGS 

playground structure. The athletic fields are owned by the Town of Altavista and are shared 47  

cooperatively with Altavista High School, churches, and civic groups.  

 

There is also the Altavista Arts Council which “promotes and develops artistic and cultural 

programs for youth and adults in the community, and with providing coordinated methods of 

support for such programs in the following categories: Arts and Education, Literary, Visual Arts, 

Concerts and hosts occasional movie nights at Shreve Park.  

The Altavista Area YMCA is a non-profit organization managed by a twenty-one (21) member 

Board of Director’s made up of volunteers throughout the area. The Town should continually 

pursue opportunities to coordinate with the YMCA to provide valuable, accessible, and 

family-friendly activities.  

 

Avoca Museum 

 

Avoca is a Virginia Historical Landmark and is on the National Register of Historical Places. 

Owned by the Town of Altavista, Avoca Museum is one of the premier cultural attractions in 

Central Virginia. Located on Main Street at the north end of town, Avoca is the home site of 

Colonel Charles Lynch, Revolutionary soldier and statesman. The current Main House, the third 

home on the site, was built in 1901 and is one of the best examples of Queen Anne-style 

architecture on the East Coast.  

 



The museum collects the history of Altavista and the surrounding region. It preserves that history 

through both permanent and rotating exhibits. Open to the public from April through the last 

Friday in October, Avoca welcomes thousands of tourists each year, and features a number of 

important community events, including the Mother’s Day Tea, Derby Day and more.  

 

First Saturday Trade Lot  

 

The First Saturday Trade Lot traces its roots almost to the founding of Altavista. Established in 

1916 and traditionally held the first Saturday of every month, this Trade Lot, located at the 

intersection of Pittsylvania Avenue and 7th Street, attracts traders and shoppers from a 

multi-state area. Proceeds benefit the Altavista High School Band Boosters and the coordinators 

of each market. 



Planning Commission Staff Report 
Flagpoles 

July 5, 2022 
 
 
Request: 
 

At the May 2, 2022, Planning Commission meeting, staff explained they recently discovered that 
flagpoles were not listed as permitted in the business and industrial zoning districts after the 
Community Development Director received a phone call asking about the height restriction. 
 
The Town Attorney and Community Development Director believe this should be addressed 
sooner rather than later.  
 
Recommendation: 
Staff is requesting to schedule a Public Hearing on a Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to 
regulate the height of accessory structures. 
 
 












	July 5, 2022 PC Agenda
	PC Mtg. Minutes 6.6.22 corrected
	PC Staff Report SUP-22-01 DAWN Food Pantry
	DAWN SUP 717 7th St
	717 7th St
	717 7th St Zoning Map
	FLUM 717 7Th St
	Slide Number 1

	Natural and Cultural Resources
	Request to Advertise Flagpoles
	Flagpoles
	Residential flagpoles

